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Using animation, film, and podcasting, students
collaborate with Veterans to tell their stories about
the healing power of art making.
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Process

During the four-month long partnership, 28
CCAD students from four classes in documentary
video, podcasting, and animation were paired
with 21 VAI participants to share Veterans’
stories and explore how their creative efforts
as artists have helped them to process their
individual military experiences. Before working
with the Veterans, students received training
from Director of Whole Health Community
Partnerships & Communications and founder of
the Veteran Arts Initiative Heather Seymour
and VA Patient Advocate Tyler Strine on

empathic listening and military culture, ethics,
and privacy. The overall project, dubbed
“Re-story,” gave Veterans an opportunity to
retell or “re-story” aspects of their lives both
in and out of the military and reflect on how
making art transforms these narratives. In
addition, Veterans’ poems from the VAI poetry
workshops at the Franklin County Correction
Center were used to create short animations.
The Veterans were consulted throughout the
project and received a copy of their final stories.

“ ...It was fascinating to see art students and Veterans bond
over a shared love for creativity, and use it as an icebreaker in
understanding the impact of the military experience. I hope by
sharing their stories that others will feel that bond, too.”
Jordan Bell
Adjunct Faculty & Assistant Director of Career Services
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Podcasting

Podcasting students met Veterans during a
mixer at CCAD, which provided everyone with
an opportunity to find natural conversational
connections. After being paired with their
selected interviewee, the students used a
mixture of research, pre-interviewing and

scripting to prepare for their final recorded
interviews. After the interviews, students
edited the recordings and added narration,
sound, music, and other elements to deepen the
storytelling. Six interviews were also excerpted
and transformed into motion graphic animations.

Left: CCAD student Taylor Scalzo (Advertising & Graphic Design, 2020) talks with Veteran Greg West during a
mixer at CCAD in February 2020. Photo by Ty Wright. Right: Still from the animation for Veteran Bernie
Pontones’ interview.

“As I listen to my interview with Professor Lisko, I am constantly
humbled by the way he speaks of his life, and the impact World War
II had on him. He is truly an amazing person who has made me look
at life from a whole different perspective. Professor Lisko’s story
reminds me that no matter how bad things get, the world
will be okay.”
Antonio Sais
Advertising & Graphic Design, 2021

FILM

Film & Video

Documentary Video students created five
short films featuring seven Veterans over the
course of the project. They interviewed and
filmed each Veteran, including footage of their

artwork, photographs, studio practice, and other
ephemera important to their story. The students
then edited each film, adding music, credits, and
other finishing touches to the final works.

ANIM
Animation

Three students worked with poems written by
Veterans who attended VAI poetry workshops at
the Franklin County Correction Center to create
short 2D animations. Another student developed
a 3D animation telling the story of a World War

II Veteran. In addition, six excerpts from the
podcast series were made into motion graphic
animations by a CCAD alum. All together, these
animations brought the stories of ten Veterans
to life.

“It’s refreshing to be able to connect with those who have the ability
to tell the stories I can’t quite put into words. Being able to watch
my and others’ stories get immortalized, and connecting across
generations was as rewarding as anything I’ve experienced since
separation from the military.”
Stephen Yarger
Veteran, U.S. Army

Results
The short films, excerpted podcasts, and animations
were combined and edited to make a 45-minute
documentary film. Re-story: Transforming Veteran
Stories into Art kicked off the National Veterans Film
Festival Presents series Nov. 13–15, 2020 during
National Veterans and Military Families Month.
The premiere of the film was followed by a panel
discussion with several CCAD faculty and students,
as well as Veterans and VA staff. Viewers around the
country tuned in virtually to watch the film premiere.
The film was awarded two Silver 2021 Telly Awards,
which honor excellence in video and television
across all screens.

“ Think about the word ‘destroy.’ Do you know what it is? De-story. Destroy. Destory.
You see. And ‘restore.’ That’s re-story. Do you know that only two things have
been proven to help survivors of the Holocaust? Message is one. Telling their story is
another. Being touched and touching. Telling your story is touching. It sets you free.”
Francesca Lia Block
Author

Scan this code to experience the podcasts,
films, and animations.
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