
CORE 
LIBERAL  
ARTS

From a fashion designer who needs 
to understand market psychology to a 
fine artist who needs to be an effective 
grantwriter, creative professionals have 
to command a full arsenal of knowledge 
outside the studio. That’s why Liberal 
Arts are part of the CORE Studies 
curriculum — central to every student’s 
education. Liberal Arts hone critical 
thinking, build communication skills, 
and expand world view. The courses 
below are just a sampling of the depth 
and breadth of Liberal Arts at CCAD.

FIRST-YEAR CORE LIBERAL ARTS 
First-Year courses in Liberal Arts focus on writing and 
communication skills as well as providing context to 
your art and design education. Starting in your first year, 
CORE Liberal Arts courses encourage you to engage with 
your world intellectually, philosophically and culturally. 
Assignments include research, essays, and presentations as 
well as collaborative and interactive projects. 

CORE’s required first-year studio courses: 
» LIBA 1290 — Writing & the Arts 
» CORE102X — Intro to (your major) *includes history of the major 
» ARTH1132 — Modern to Contemporary Art & Design  
 or ARTH1133 Historical Art & Design 
» LIBA2802 — Business Math

UPPER-LEVEL CORE LIBERAL ARTS  
Upper-level Liberal Arts Courses include studies in writing, 
literature, philosophy, business, art & design history, social 
science, physical science and math. CORE Liberal Arts 
coursework complements and supports our college’s art 
and design programs by broadening your understanding of 
what it means to be an art student. For a complete list of all 
CORE classes with individual course descriptions, see the 
undergraduate course catalog.

Minors Are Available In 
Art History 
Art Therapy 
Business 
Copywriting 
Creative Writing 
Design History 
Literature
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CORE 
STUDIO

It’s about the work, but also how you 
look at the world. 

Designed to complement your work within 
your area of specialization, CORE ensures 
that you’ll collaborate with students from 
other majors and gain exposure to all types 
of media. These robust interdisciplinary 
experiences include an array of digital 
applications, traditional and hybrid media, 
and experimental processes. 

Building Your Drone 2014 
Students in this upper-level 
CORE class designed and built 
their own low-cost drone. The 
end result was a fully functional, 
unmanned aircraft that could 
carry a camera for film, reference 
or surveying projects.

Art Against Bullying 
CCAD students served as one-
on-one mentors and creative 
coaches for a group of high 
school students, helping them 
create raw, uncensored work 
about their experiences with 
bullying. The project culminated 
in a public exhibition.

Airstream  
A team of students from all 
nine majors created a new live/
work concept for the iconic 
brand Airstream. Focused 
on Millennials, the concept 
presentation included a full-
sized prototype and complete 
advertising campaign.

FIRST-YEAR CORE STUDIO 
First-year courses develop essential software skills 
through practice in Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop and 
InDesign. You’ll also take intro courses dedicated 
to your major, emphasizing studio practice through 
project research in both historical and contemporary 
contexts. After the first year, CORE concentrates on 
technical studies (second year), conceptual studies 
(third year) and professional studies (fourth year).

CORE’s required first-year studio courses: 
» CORE 100X — New Student Seminar 
» CORE 1110 — Drawing Methods I 
» CORE 1120 — Visual Literacy I 
» CORE 1221 — Visual Literacy II 
» CORE 1030 SOSA — Studio Art and Entrepreneurship  
 or CORE 1031 SODA — Collaboration Across the   
 Design Arts

UPPER-LEVEL CORE STUDIO 
New upper-level CORE Studio courses vary each 
semester and are continually being developed. 
Current course offerings include Digital Photography, 
Surface and Pattern Design, Experimental Animation, 
Landscape Painting and Portrait Drawing. For a 
complete list of all CORE classes with individual course 
descriptions, see the undergraduate course catalog.
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